
XAFS for Everyone
Scott Calvin  
(PHYSICS) 
crc, 2012

A comprehensive text about 
x-ray absorption fine struc-
ture, a technique for deter-
mining a molecule’s structure. 
Illustrations by Kirin Furst ’10 
demystify the process. The music combines Jones’ Guyanese folk song, 

Belmont’s Cuban influences, Silva’s love of dance-hall (a 
genre of Jamaican popular music) from growing up in 
Guatemala, and Barron’s gospel upbringing in Seattle. 
The smooth reggae beats, combined with Jones’ deep, 
rhythmic voice, are instantly gratifying, but Jones thinks 
it might take time for listeners to fully hear and appreci-
ate the stories he’s telling. The lyrics cover everything 
from political violence in Guyana to Jones’ own coming-
of-age narratives, to a story about a woman who made 
brooms in his neighborhood and was rumored to have 
the powers of death when she swept someone’s driveway. 
 Having the safety and courage to speak one’s mind 
is the core of Jones’ pedagogy, and that comes through 
in his own work, which he’s finally sharing with a wider 
audience. “What is? Love” is an album about loosening 
one’s tongue to speak, confidently, and about remember-
ing and honoring one’s history. —K.R.
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ON CAMPUS

faculty spotlight

Whodunit
In 1969, a bestselling novel titled Naked Came the Stranger was published by “Penelope Ashe”—
perhaps one of the most deceptive pseudonyms ever used, given that the book was actually 
written by a group of 24 journalists organized by a columnist from Newsday. Over 20 years later, 
inspired by this example, editor Tom Shroder marshaled 13 Miami-area writers to produce the 
popular mystery thriller Naked Came the Manatee.
 Last year, writing teacher Melvin Bukiet ’74 decided to take the same approach in his 
advanced fiction class. Naked Came the Post-Postmodernist has 12 chapters, each one written by  
a different student. The book will be published  
by Arcade Publishing later this fall. 
 Bukiet, who has written eight books and 
co-owns the popular literary bar KGB in the East 
Village, says he thought a collaborative novel 
would be very educational for his students. “I be-
lieved that working extensively on something that 
wasn’t about their personal experiences—that 
focused purely on language and narrative—was in itself a wonderful lesson for them.” 
 Bukiet asked Tom Shroder for advice on managing the process, via an e-mail with “Naked” 
as its subject. Bukiet’s only stipulations to the writers were that the novel be a mystery and that 
it take place on a college campus. 
 Rebecca Shepard ’15 wrote the first chapter, featuring the mysterious murder of a math 
teacher at Underhill College—a school that quite resembles Sarah Lawrence. After Shepard 
completed her chapter, she brought it to class, where the students discussed the plot and how 
to move forward. Another student volunteered to write the next installment, and that cycle 
repeated with each chapter. By April, the book was finished.
 “Continuity was a little bit difficult,” Bukiet admits. “In the second chapter, a student may 
have introduced a character they like and then the fourth chapter comes around, and someone 
else may have decided to kill that character. Each student had ideas about where the story ought 
to go, but the end result was a product of the group mind.” 
 Kit Howland ’13 was responsible for the final chapter, and Bukiet says he did a brilliant 
job wrapping up all of the loose ends. “We had leads ranging from live bugs found inside a 
dead man’s stomach, to an ancient underground networks of tunnels, to who slept with who at 
Freshman Prom,” Howland says. “I ended up having to take some of the leads and make them 
dead-ends or red herrings that didn’t lead into anything.”
 Bukiet sent the final copy to the publisher in June. The byline: Sarah Lawrence Fiction 
Workshop WRIT-3303-R. Should the book generate profits—and they think its chances are 
good, given the success of its predecessors and the quality of the writing—all proceeds will be 
donated to the College. —Katharine Reece MFA ’12

collaboration with students

Lab Report
This past summer, Drew Cressman (biology) and four of his stu-
dents tackled research about how cells regulate the expression of 
their genetic coding. Kelli Konicek ’14 focused on a protein called 
CIITA, which helps maintain a healthy, normal immune system. 
By breaking apart cells in Cressman’s lab, Konicek researched 
how CIITA interacts with its enzyme and whether certain en-
zymes might play a role in controlling CIITA activity. The research 
could help explain why some peoples’ immune systems don’t 
function as well as others. The question of how the exact same 
set of genetic instructions leads to varied outcomes—such as 
when cells mutate and develop into cancer—is a question that 
scientists have been exploring for 25 years. Konicek and Cress-
man’s other students are preparing their research for publication 
in a science journal.  

Conference Call
Round-table 
seminars aren’t just 
for college students 
anymore. At the 
Faces of Progressive 
Education in the 21st 
Century: Infancy 
through College 
conference in April, 
23 SLC faculty and 

staff spoke about how to implement SLC-style education for 
everyone from infants to adults. Close to 400 people attended. 
The event was hosted by the Child Development Institute, which 
just celebrated its 25th anniversary. 

“... Working extensively  
on something that wasn’t 
about their personal 
experiences ... was in itself  
a wonderful lesson ...” 
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mixology department

Synthesizers
Growing up in Guyana, Alwin Jones (literature) spent 
evenings in the bottom house—the open area beneath 
the home’s stilts—free-styling beats and lyrics with his 
friends. He’s since traded that bottom house in South 
America for an office at Sarah Lawrence, but he’s still col-
laborating on rhythm and rhyme. In September, with the 
help of a couple of students and a chef from AVI Fresh, 
Jones released a dub-poetry album—basically spoken 
word over reggae rhythms—about life in Guyana. 
 A few years ago, Jones began interviewing his grand-
mother about her life growing in Guyana, intending to 
make a documentary film or write a memoir about her 
life. When neither of those artistic forms seemed capable 
of conveying the beauty and depth of what he learned, 
he decided to take the advice he regularly gives to his 
students: let the subject dictate the form. And so Jones re-
turned to spoken word poetry, which he’d first explored 
while an undergraduate at Tufts. 
 Last fall, Jones asked one of his former students, 
Briaan Barron ’13, to copyedit and footnote his manu-
script. “When are you going to record this stuff?” she 
started asking him. So Jones, who is usually very private 
about his work, finally showed some of the poems to 
Jules Belmont ’13 (Barron and Belmont had both taken 
Jones’ First Year Studies course, “Black Arts to Hip Hop”). 
Belmont, a professional guitar and bass player, had been 
talking with Jones for years about their shared interests 
in music and politics, and the project fell naturally into 
place. Belmont gave Jones a few beats, suggesting he read 
his poems along with the rhythm of the music.
 The album, “What is? Love,” was recorded entirely in 
Jones’ office with a Mac computer and two microphones. 
The music was composed and produced by Belmont, 
with the help of Mark Silva, a contract worker in Bates 
known for his popular smoothie station, who is also an 
accomplished producer and DJ. Barron sang vocals for a 
few of the tracks and designed the album’s cover.

spreading the word

new books

Jules Belmont ’13 and Alwin Jones (literature)

Melvin Bukiet’s fiction 
workshop takes the 
concept of “death of the 
author” to the extreme.

Protein hunt: Cressman 
and Konicek look for 
CIITA in images of cells.

Anybody’s Miracle
Laura Hercher  
(HUMAN GENETICS) 
herring river, 2013

Robin and John Hogan want 
children, and modern technol-
ogy makes it possible, in a 
novel about secret longings.

Fools 
Joan Silber  
(WRITING) 
w.w. norton, 2013

Anarchists, lovers, and thieves 
strive to be better than 
they are in this story cycle, 
excerpted on page 68.

The World of Rae English 
Lucy Rosenthal 
(WRITING) 
black lawrence, 2013

In the early sixties, the 
recently divorced heroine 
moves to Iowa City and hopes 
to find herself as a writer.

Ebonics 
Sandra Robinson 
(ASIAN STUDIES) 
kattywompus, 2013

This collection examines the 
often-controversial subject of 
Ebonics, or “African American 
Vernacular English,” as well as 
interracial family life.      

3 Sections: Poems 
Vijay Seshadri 
(WRITING) 
graywolf, 2013

This collection examines con-
temporary life, the influence 
of history, and “an indetermi-
nate future,” using an array 
“of poetic forms.


